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a master prudence, Is called legislative; the other, being like
something particular, has the common name of political
science*: and this is practical, and deliberative. For a
decree is practicable, as being the last thing. Hence men
say that this class of prudent men alone manage the affairs
of a state. For these alone act, as artificers dou.

2. Bat that appears to be especially prudence, which is
employed about one's self, and an individual -3 and therefore
it has the common name, prudence. But of the former
[species of prudencex], one is economy, another legislation,
another the political science: and of this last, one partis
deliberative, and another judicial. Therefore to be ac-
quainted with one's own affairs will be a certain species of
knowledge: but it admits of great difference. And he who
knows his own affairs, and engages himself ia them, ap-
pears to be a prudent man: but those who are engaged in
political affairs, are men of much business, tu Wherefore Eu*
ripides alfio says,

Where was my prudence, who from trouble free,
And numbered with the martiall'd multitude,
Might fortune with the wisest heads have shar'd ?
For Jupiter officious persons hates,
And those who will be busy to excess.

For the former seek their own good, and think it necessary
to do this 5 from this persuasion of theirs, therefore, it arises
that they are prudent men, Though perhaps it is not possi-
ble for one to be acquainted with his own affairs, without
economy and policy. And again, how a man ought to admi-
nister Ms own affairs, is a thing unknown, and requiring con-
sideration,

* It was stated at the end of the last chapter that the prudence of the
individual was divided into general and particular : so also political pru-
dence is divided into two, legislative, and that which is peculiarly called
jwlitical.   And these two divisions correspond to the two former ones.
u Both those who legislate, and those who pass decrees, are  said
, but the latter more especially: like a atone mason (who is a
<r%w) may more properly be said to build, a house than an architect,
38 i, c. the political prudence.